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Context and study aim
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Research questions

1. What are business attitudes towards trees and the
ecosystem services they provide?

2. What are business attitudes towards private sector
investment in Southampton’s urban forest?

3. What are business preferences regarding the operation of
an urban forest PES scheme?
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Methods
« Senior representatives from businesses in
the Southampton area were contacted & |, ..,
o . Kingdom
e 30 agreed to a ~25 min interview e Micdesbrough
isle o n
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* Questions were closed (yes/no or o i
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. . . Derby Norwich
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tests), and NVivo (thematic analysis) . pymou
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Research Question 1

1. What are business attitudes towards trees and the
ecosystem services they provide?
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Southampton
RQ1 - Impacts of trees on businesses
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RQ1 - CC experiences (flood)
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RQ1 - CC experiences (heat)
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RQ1 - CC concerns

As a y/aéa/ business we re absolu IfaZ/ concerned aboal the impact af
falfaﬁe clmate aéa/g/a, ! / 525 /

{:* Forest Research 10



UNIVERSITY OF

Southampton
Research Question 2

2. What are business attitudes towards private sector
investment in Southampton's urban forest?
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RQ2 - Who should pay for city trees?
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RQ2 — Should payments be mandatory?
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RQ2 - Where would businesses invest?
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RQ2 - What would they invest in?
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RQ2 - Why would businesses invest?
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Research Question 3

3. What are business preferences regarding the operation of
an urban forest PES scheme? ;
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RQ3 — Level of involvement in scheme
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Southampton

RQ3 - How should payments be made?
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RQ3 - Information required upfront
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RQ3 - Information required later on
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RQ3 - Information required later on
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MONITORING
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Conclusion

« There was strong support amongst business respondents
for an urban forest PES scheme, though voluntary
contributions were preferred.

« To facilitate business funding of urban natural capital, clear
communication of the expected environmental benefits and
a strong business case (e.g. relating to CSR) are required,
drawing on the experience of similar initiatives.
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